
(~ __ TH_E_AT_H_A_N_A_SI_AN __ ) 

A publication of 
Traditional Catholics of America, Inc. 
Editor: Fr. Francis E. Fenton, STL 

Vol. III, No. 8 
December 1, 1982 

The Remnant of The Remnant in Traditional Catholicism 

In current usage traditional Catholicism and the 
Roman Catholic Faith mean the same thing. Both 
terms signify the totality of religious truths or the 
body of religious doctrine taught by the Church and 
accepted by all who are in communion with the 
Church. Prior to Vatican Council II the word "tradi
tional" would have been redundant in referring to a 
Roman Catholic for the simple reason that all true 
Catholics were by that fact traditional. With the 
advent of the Conciliar Church upon the world 
scene, however, as a consequence of Vatican Coun
cil 11, it became necessary to distinguish between 
authentic Catholics and those members of the Con
ciliar Church who persist to this day in calling 
themselves such. Hence, the use of the term "tradi
tional" to Identify the former, that is, the genuine 
Roman Cat ho I ic. 

A traditional Cathollc, then, is one who firmly 
believes that the Roman Catholic Church is the one 
true Church and who professes, believes in, accepts 
in its entirety the doctrinal and moral teaching of 
that Church. He will, of course, have no part of the 
Conciliar or Novus Ordo Church because, if he is 
rightly informed on the subject, he understands that' 
that Church simply is not Catholic. Either the Roman 
Catholic Faith here and now is, and is found in, tradi
tional Catholicism or that Faith has ceased to exist. 
There Is no other alternative. But, since we have the 
word of the Son of God Himself that His Church will 
live forever, then it follows that that Church today is 
traditional Catholicism which alone possesses, 
preserves and teaches the fulness of the Faith, pure 
and undefiled. 

But there are many who, whlle they profess to be 
traditional Catholics, do not manifest any genuine 
appreciation of the Faith they profess. In other 
words, they firmly believe that the Roman Catholic 
Church is the one true Church, they fully accept Its 
teachings and honestly strive to llve their daily llves 
accordingly, but their dedication to the Faith still 
leaves much to be desired. They are lacking, that Is, 
In any significant zeal or apostolic spirit. The 
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impression they give is that, while they are obviously 
concerned about their personal spiritual well-being 
and that of their families, they seemingly care little 
for the preservation and propagation of the Faith 
otherwise. Indeed, it is my strong conviction that the 
large majority of traditional Catholics fall short in 
varying degrees of the level and quality of dedica
tion to the Faith demanded of them In this our day. 
Such individuals are traditional Catholics, yes, but 
they assuredly are not apostolic or truly dedicated 
ones. 

How explain this? To say that so it has ever been is 
not, to my mind, an adequate answer in the present 
situation. I wel I realize from my own experience as a 
parish priest for many years that It has always been 
the few who were dedicated, hard-working, self
sacrificing. But the Church situation is so drastically 
different today from what it was a mere generation 
ago. As a result of the several subversive and 
satanic forces to which it has been systematically 
and so successfully subjected by Its enemies for so 
long a time, the Roman Catholic Church has been 
reduced to a remnant - and that remnant is tradi
tional Catholicism. One, then, might logically expect 
to find practically all of the Catholics who are a part 
of that remnant to be the best in terms of their love 
for and dedication to their God-given Faith. After all, 
are not these people traditional Catholics because 
they are well aware of what has happened to their 
beloved Church and are determined to retain their 
total fidelity to It at all costs? In a word, are not tradi
tional Catholics "the real thing," men and women 
who ardently strive to live their Faith to the fullest 
and who, if needs be and by the grace of God, are 
willing to die in testimony to It? Indeed, do not they 
represent the sole human hope and promise for the 
Church's survival in this our day? 

Until the past few years I would probably have 
replied to the above questions with an unqualified 
"yes." But not so today. Assuredly, tradltlonal 
Catholicism is today the Roman Catholic Church. 
Such a positive blanket statement, however, cannot 
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be made in truth about traditional Catholics. Rather 
must a distinction be made between those who are 
fully dedicated, unreservedly hard-core, truly 
apostolic, and those whose traditionalism is of a 
limited or restricted nature. In all of my many deal
ings and contacts in recent years with traditional 
groups across the country, I have observed 
everywhere how few are the number of truly 
dedicated traditional Catholics, say, perhaps, some 
10% - 15% of the total. The remainder just more or 
less go along. A typical individual in this category, 
which is the vast majority, Is a devout person, never 
misses Mass, receives Communion regularly, 
recites the Rosary each day, etc. In other words, he 
does a highly commendable job in the matter of his 
own spiritual welfare. This same type of individual, 
however, is likely to be one who does little or 
nothing for the cause by way of his time and labor 
unless shamed into doing so; whose efforts at pro
moting or propagating the Faith are minimal at best; 
and who is - in the matter of financial support - likely 
to be plain miserly. How hopeless would be our 
efforts to preserve the Faith if all traditional 
Catholics were of this kind! Thank God they are not! 
Just most of them are! 

But, to return to a thought previously expressed in 
this article, why make an issue of a situation, 
however regrettable it is, which is found in every 
movement, in every organization committed to the 
pursuance of some ideal or devoted to the advance
ment of some noble cause? Has it not ever been so? 
Have not the great feats of history been invariably 
accomplished by the relatively few? When have self
sacrificing and courageous and dedicated people 
ever been in the majority? Why, then, expect any dif
ference in traditional Catholicism? 

The answer is that traditional Roman Catholics are 
those who - in the face of the massive destructi~n 
inflicted upon the Church over the past 20 years or 
so and despite the defection of multitudes of their 
former fellow Catholics from the Faith - have 
supposedly remained unyielding and steadfast in 
their loyalty to the Church. Although their churches 
have been occupied by the enemy and, in many 
instances, they have been alienated from their 
families and friends for the stand they have taken, 
yet they have adamantly refused to compromise or 
to have any part of the non-Catholic schismatic Con
ciliar Church. Whatever the sacrifices involved, and 
in some cases they are considerable, these people 
are fully determined, with the grace of God, to retain 
the totality of their precious Faith and to practice It 
as best they can in the particular circumstances in 
which they find themselves. Whatever the cost, 
traditional Roman Catholics are unreservedly com
mitted to the preservation of the Faith not only for 
themselves and In their own locality but unlversally, 2 

and will do all they can to help their fellow tradi
tional Catholics in other areas. In other words, their 
outlook in matters pertaining to the Faith is not a 
provincial or parochial one because such an outlook 
is not Catholic. 

Such, then, is the calibre and character of those 
individuals to be found, with rare exceptions, in the 
ranks of the traditional Roman Catholic movement. 
Right? Wrong! Because the Roman Catholic Church 
is what it is and because the preservation and 
propagation of our divine Faith is the greatest cause 
in all the world, one might certainly expect that 
practically all of those who are affiliated with tradi
tional Catholicism would be of the kind described in 
the preceding paragraph. Are not they the remnant, 
the informed and dedicated minority of true 
Catholics who, in these days of unprecedented 
crisis for the Church, have committed themselves to 
work and to pray and to fight and, if need be, to die 
for the Faith. Well, while one may reasonably expect 
this to be the case, the reality is something else. 
However fervently I wish that it were otherwise, the 
distressing fact is that the large majority of traditional 
Catholics are not truly dedicated, courageous, 
apostolic. Rather they are, in varying degrees, pro
vincial, self-centered, selfish. Of this I am 
thoroughly convinced because I have observed it in 
many forms and on innumerable occasions. In the 
remnant which is traditional Catholicism, authentic 
warriors for the Faith -those who are truly soldiers of 
Christ - are precious few indeed, a small minority at 
best, a remnant of the remnant. 

And so it is, a situation one would not logically 
anticipate, a condition distressing to realize, that in 
the ranks of traditional Catholicism are found so 
relatively few who are of the calibre one would 
expect to find therein in the overwhelming majority. 
But, because the Roman Catholic Church is today 
traditional Catholicism, the traditionalist movement 
will survive, dependent, under God, for that survival 
upon those relatively few who comprise the hard 
core within the movement. As for the others, well, I 
fervently hope that at least some of them will in due 
time begin to realize that attending Mass, receiving 
the Sacraments, saying the Rosary, and leading 
morally good lives, as vital as these are, are not 
enough. The crisis in the Church demands that such 
traditional Catholics become crusaders, warriors, 
well-informed activists in the defense and promo
tion of the Faith. Frankly though, I do not think this 
will happen. In my opinion, it is the remnant of the 
remnant of traditional Catholicism through whom, 
under God, will be accomplished the preservation of 
the Faith. 
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Father Bernard Gullion (R.I.P.) 

Readers of the last several issues of this newsletter 
are familiar with the name of Father Bernard Guillon 
of Franceville, France. He was to be the headmaster 
of our Christ the King School here in Colorado 
Springs, starting with this 1982-1983 school year. 
Almighty God, however, had other plans for Father 
Guillon which we had not anticipated. On Friday, 
October 22 Father died of cancer in France at the 
age of 61. God's will be done! Those of us who came 
to know him during his stay here some six months 
ago are very saddened by his death, and our school 
has been deprived of the service of a priest who was 
fervently dedicated to the cause of traditional 
Roman Catholic education and who was, as well, an 
expert in that field. More important though, in Father 
Guillon's death the Church Militant on earth has lost 
another real priest of God who remained loyal to the 
end to the Church and to the priesthood for which he 
was ordained 34 years ago. May the good Lord see 
fit to receive Father Guillon to the Church Trium
phant in heaven with those glorious words., of 
welcome: "Well done, good and faithful servant! 
Come, possess you the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world!" 

Gift Subscriptions to 
The Athanasian 

Once again we suggest to our subscribers that they 
consider one or more gift subscriptions ($8.00 for 
eight issues) for their relatives and/or acquaintances 
as an appropriate Christmas gift. A card would be 
sent to the recipient from this office prior to 
Christmas notifying that individual of the gift and 
Informing him or her that the subscription will begin 
with the first issue of 1983. We would certainly 
appreciate our newsletter subscribers' favorable 
consideration of this suggestion. 
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But What About That 
Masonic Conspiracy? 

Hundreds of the subscribers to this newsletter are 
men and women who are, and rightly so, "con
spiracy conscious," that is, they are people who, 
having done their homework well, are convinced that 
Communism is indeed a conspiracy to dastroy 
Church and country and to rule the world. What is far 
less well known, however, at least in any detail, is 
the evil which is Freemasonry, a conspiracy in many 
respects every bit as satanic as Communism and 
whose primary objective is undoubtedly the destruc
tion of the Roman Catholic Church. And so, since 
there is so little current literature on this vital sub
ject, it was assumed that traditional Roman 
Catholics - and especially those who are "con
spiracy conscious" Americans - would welcome a 
wel I researched and documented article on 
Freemasonry. Based on that firm assumption, we 
proceeded to publish such an article as a supple
ment to the September 1, 1982 issue of The 
Athanasian and to send a copy to all of our news
letter subscribers. 

Thus far the response has been quite disappointing. 
As of this writing (November 1, 1982) only a small 
number of our subscribers have seen fit to order 
extra copies of this excellent and very timely article. 
Perhaps that will change in the weeks ahead. We 
certainly hope so, both because "The Conspiracy of 
Freemasonry" assuredly deserves a wide readership 
and because, in our confidence that it would get a 
highly favorable reception, we have paid out some 
$2,000.00 in printing, mailing and advertising costs 
for its publication and circulation. It is hard to 
imagine that truly traditional Roman Catholics 
would not make a genuine and persistent effort to 
promote an article of such importance in relation to 
their Faith as "The Conspiracy of Freemasonry." 
Here's hoping they will. 
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Price Scale for 
Quantity Orders 

$1.50 each 
$1.45 each 
$1.35 each 
$1.20 each 
$1.10 each 

(Payment must accompany order) 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 

The date on the envelope address label indicates 
the month and year in which the recipient's 
subscription is due for renewal. At the proper time, 
a subscription envelope will be enclosed with the 
newsletter. One may enter a new subscription at 
any time, of course, and will then receive the eight 
following newsletter issues. 



TCA TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS SCHEDULE 

COLORADO 
AURORA (Denver area) 
OUR LADY OF VICTORY CHAPEL 
2566 Sable Boulevard 
(303) 364-8040 
Masses at 9 & 11 a.m. (every Sunday) 
Weekday Masses at 8:00 a.m. 

COLORADO SPRINGS 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHAPEL 
815 South 25th Street 
(Christ the King School) 
(303) 636-1575 - Call between 9:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
Dec. 19,Jan.9,Jan. 16 

DURANGO 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
Durango Savings and Loan 
1101 E. Second Ave. 
(303) 884-2878 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. Jan. 23 

STRATTON 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA CHAPEL 
(303) 348-5454 
Mass on Dec. 12 

LOUISIANA 
OPELOUSAS (Lafayette area) 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHAPEL 
Route 1, Box 195 
(318) 942-9053 
Mass at 6:00 p.m. on 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of month 

MINNESOTA 
ROCHESTER 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHAPEL 
5820 Viola Road, NE 
(507) 282-5163 or 289-8522 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
Dec.5, Dec. 19,Jan. 16, Jan.30 

MONTANA 
GREAT FALLS 
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHAPEL 
2020 Second Avenue North 
(406) 452-8826 
Mass at 11 :00 a.m. Dec. 5, Jan. 2, Jan. 23 

PENNSYLVANIA 
ESSINGTON (Philadelphia area) 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
Ramada Inn 
Airport South, Route 291 
(215) 876-8737 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. Dec. 26, Jan. 23 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
Hilton Inn 
154 West 600 South 
(801) 278-7501 
Mass at 11 :00 a.m., Jan. 30 
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